
Questions and concerns regarding UCDSB providing  access to the LGBT Youthline website through 

the school board’s website. 

 
 

Preamble:  Our concern relates to the access that the School Board is providing to the children in our 

community through its website to material of questionable educational value that provides nothing 

towards student success and may well harm a child needing help.  Access is provided through multiple 

pathways throughout the UCSDB website -

  http://www.ucdsb.on.ca/cms/One.aspx?portalId=148427&pageId=654002  - for example.  The website 

link in question is provided here for your convenience;  http://www.youthline.ca/ - Samples of the 

material made available from this site  has been attached for your review. 

  

Given the nature of this material and other equally questionable material found on this site, we are very 

concerned that  the ‘peer counselling’ service the Upper Canada School Board  is providing access to is 

not balanced in an emotionally healthy way or medically prudent.   We would like to inquire,  among 

other things, as to the degree of scrutiny this site has had by the school board regarding the services, 

counselling and materials provided on it. 

 

To facilitate communication we have listed a number of questions that outline our concerns – our 

discussions will be centered on these questions but not limited to them as we anticipate other questions 

will arise from our conversation.  

 

1.  The LGBT Youthine website provides access to material that  promotes 'fisting', 'dildos', and 'sexting' 

(ie:  https://www.autostraddle.com/you-need-help-here-is-a-worksheet-to-help-you-talk-to-partners-

about-sex-237385/). 
i
  In your view how does this contribute towards high levels of student achievement 

and public confidence in publicly funded education? 

 

2.  How does a site that promotes the above activities and provides ‘classroom ready’ sexualized 

worksheets (ie:  http://www.ppt.on.ca/ppt/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/PPT-SNAP-Activity-Book-

FINAL-Web.pdf ) 
ii
  contribute to the health and wellbeing of students which is critical to the long term 

goals of education - high levels of student achievement? 

 

3.  Given questions 1 and 2 above - how does the Board know that the site they have provided access to 

will provide young people who have questions with advice that is physically and emotionally safe?   

 



4.  Given the heightened concern about the risk hormone blockers and other medical procedures 

involving gender transition (ie:  Dr. Laura Edwards-Leeper states; “‘There are certainly youth who 

persist in their gender dysphoria, . . . .  But it’s also not uncommon to have youth who, a couple of 

weeks ago, decided that, after talking with a friend or researching on the Internet that maybe they’re 

transgender.’ Without a thorough mental health assessment, ‘the risk is that teens may be started on 

irreversible medical interventions that really aren’t appropriate, and they may later regret it.’”  - 

https://ottawacitizen.com/news/puberty-blockers-cross-sex-hormones-canadas-family-doctors-get-

guidance-on-treating-youth-with-gender-dysphoria/) 
iii

   Has the board done its 'due diligence' in vetting 

this site.   If so please describe the vetting process?  

 

5.  Given that the link to the LGBT Youthline can be accessed without the school’s,  teacher’s or 

parent’s  knowledge 
iv

  has the board made the community aware of this, considering that there are 

parents,  who because of their faith wish to be a part of any discussions regarding their child's gender?  

  

6. What  accommodations has the board provided that would allow a parent to opt out of having their 

child access the LGBT Youthline  through the school board’ website? 

 

 

                                                 
i
 Download appended - https://www.autostraddle.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/sexapalooza-handout-branded.pdf  
ii
 Download appended - http://www.ppt.on.ca/ppt/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/PPT-SNAP-Activity-Book-FINAL-Web.pdf 

iii
 Download appended - https://ottawacitizen.com/news/puberty-blockers-cross-sex-hormones-canadas-family-doctors-get-

guidance-on-treating-youth-with-gender-dysphoria/ 
iv
 “All of our services are confidential and anonymous. Our number will not show up on your phone bill. To learn how to 

prevent our site from showing up in your computer’s history, click here.”  (https://www.youthline.ca/get-support/ways-we-

support/) 


